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justify political strikes by students, unless they have made up
their minds once for all to abandon their college or school stu-
dies. Unlike, as in free countries, our educational institutions
are controlled by the rulers, from whom the nation is strug-
gling to free itself. Self-suppression is, therefore, the price the
students must pay for receiving the education evolved and con-
trolled by the rulers. They cannot have the cake and eat it
too. If they want the education which the schools and colleges
impart, as evidently they do, they have to conform to the rules
and regulations laid down for these institutions. Therefore,
unless the heads of the institutions consent, there should be no
political strikes. But I have suggested a way out. Students have '
ample time after school and college hours of which they are
their own masters. They can hold meetings, express their sym-
pathy with the national cause in an orderly manner, and they
can have processions, too, if they like. Those who wish to take
part in Civil Disobedience and accept my leadership can do so
after suspending their studies for the time being, by conforming
to the conditions laid down for offering Civil Disobedience and
after receiving my permission.
Letters being received by me from individual students
show that they have little faith in my leadership, for they have
no faith in the constructive programme of which the centre and
most visible part is khadi. They do not believe in spinning, and,
if my correspondents are to be accepted as reliable witnesses,
their belief in non-violence is also of a doubtful quantity.
Students can play an effective part in the national struggle,
if they will whole-heartedly come under discipline. But if
they will act on their own and fritter away their energy in
making ineffective demonstrations, they will hinder the national
cause. I am glad to be able to testify that Congressmen are
showing a measure of discipline which is an agreeable surprise
to me. For, I was not prepared for it. Let it not be said of the
student world that at the eleventh hour, they were found want-
ing. Let them remember that I am asking for greater stead-
fastness, greater courage, and greater self-sacrifice than can be
devoted by undisciplined and thoughtless demonstrations. The
students should also realize that the number of civil resisters
win always be confined to a few, compared with the 350 millions
forming the nation. There is no limit to the number who should